
 

 

 

 

The Western Pennsylvania Unit  of 
The Herb Society of America 

would like to invite you to 

2018 Great Lakes District Gathering 

September 21 and 22, 2018 

 

Great Buzz!  2018 
Pittsburgh became one of the industrial capitals of the world, but today it is transforming 
itself into a conservation conscious city that is restoring its rivers and planting its riverfronts 
with native plants. Plots of acid mine run off are now restored and becoming the new Pitts-
burgh Botanic Garden.  We are just buzzing with activity and can’t wait to share! 

 

 

 

Friday Dinner On Your Own 

More information on Restaurants to follow after Registration 

 

Saturday Gathering activities will be held at the 

Lauri Ann West Community Center 

1220 Powers Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238 

8:00 am—4:00 pm 

 

 

 

 
Schedule subject to change 

Pamela Goetsch




 

Thyme to buzz around the city! 

September 21st, Friday Afternoon Garden Tour Choices 

2:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

The Aspinwall Riverfront Park just received the Green Park Award from 
the state Department of Conservation and Natural Resources for con-
necting people with nature. This 10-acre park along the Allegheny River 
was transformed from a brownfield site. Since its inception, wetlands 
have been built to capture run-off; rain drop gardens and porous asphalt 
were installed to handle storm water. An abundance of native plants 
provides improved habitat and require low maintenance that is handled 
by garden clubs and volunteers. 285 River Avenue Aspinwall, PA 15215 

 (www.aspinwallriverfrontpark.org) 

 

The Audubon Center for Native Plants at Beechwood Farms Nature 
Reserve This Nature Reserve is on part of an estate that belonged to 
William Flinn, one of Allegheny County’s most powerful politicians, 
who, after his retirement from Politics, established himself as a gen-
tleman farmer at his summer residence that he called Beechwood 
Farms. The Center has been created for the propagation of our na-
tive plants and native herbs that will attract birds, butterflies and 
other pollinators and provide native food for our wildlife. On the 
grounds, we will tour an outstanding Herb Garden maintained by Pic-

cadilly Herb Club. We will be given a private tour of the Native Plant Center and have an opportunity to pur-
chase, at a discount that day, some of their rare native plants. 614 Dorseyville Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238  
(www.aswp.org) 

 

Hartwood Acres Park.  Hartwood Acres Park is 629 acres of scenic 
beauty. The centerpiece of the park is the beautiful Hartwood Manor, a 
spectacular country estate that provides a glimpse into Pittsburgh’s 
past of a furnished mansion and stables that were built in the 1920’s. 
Tours of the gardens are open to the public free of charge. The original 
owner, Mary Lawrence, was a long time member of our Unit. 200 Hart-
wood Acres, Pittsburgh, PA 15238 (www.acparksfoundation.org) 

 



Our Speakers 

 

Susan Betz is a Master Gardener, author, and garden communicator, who has special-
ized in herbs and native plants for over 35 years. She is a member of the Michigan Herb 
Associates, International Herb Association, Garden Writers Association, and the Ecolog-
ical Landscape Alliance.  She is a life member of HSA and the 2018 recipient of The Herb 
Society of America’s Helen de Conway Little Medal of Honor.  Susan serves on HSA’s 
Native Herb Conservation Committee and the Green Bridges TM Committee, the Herb 
Society’s sustainable garden initiative.  She lives and gardens in Jonesville, Michigan.  
Her presentation is “Magical Moons and Seasonal Circles”. Magical Moons and Season-
al Circles follow nature’s annual cycles according to Algonquin full moon names, 
demonstrating how phenology, seasonal weather patterns, and climate affect the life 

cycles and interactions of common native plants, animals, and insects living in our backyards and local com-
munities.  
 

Jessica Wilson Graves, the founder of Una Biologicals, is an herbalist 
and healer at heart.  Having studied plants and their uses for more than 
20 years, she loves sharing traditional knowledge and embowering peo-
ple to take charge of their own health and wellness through her work. 
Una Biologicals is rooted in the belief that everyone deserves the best 
wellness & beauty products that nature can provide.  By removing un-
necessary chemical additives, fragrances and preservatives, we create 
gorgeous products that smell and feel divine while being truly good for 

you. Her presentation will teach you how to take the bounty from your garden and turn it into useful, heal-
ing remedies for you and your family. You will learn about the most useful herbs to plant and how to har-
vest them to create simple remedies to keep you healthy all year long. 

 

Andrea Jackson is a RN, a Phipps Master Gardener and has a Certificate in Sustainable Hor-
ticulture. She is a member of The Western PA Unit of the Herb Society of America, The 
American Herbalist’s Guild and the American Botanical Council. She has over 30 years’  ex-
perience studying, lecturing, and loving herbs. She teaches the herb section of the Master 
Gardener course and has lectured on herbs to groups ranging from garden clubs to profes-
sional organizations. She has been featured on the Channel 4 news segment on medicinal 
herbs. With Halloween just around the corner, let’s take a peek in the witch’s cauldron. 
Come explore how witches flew using plants from their garden and learn a few spells of our 
own, you never know when they might come in handy. 

 

 

 



Our Speakers 

 

Roxanne Swann is an environmental Botanist and Horticulturalist with the 
Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania.  As Coordinator of the Audu-
bon Center for Native Plants her mission is to propagate plants for the 
landscape, care for native plants in the nursery and promote awareness of 
the importance of native plants. Her presentation is on Flowers and Feath-
ers. Discover the numerous benefits native plants provide our most be-
loved birds. Uncover the amazing connections that plants have with birds 

to entice pollinators, disperse seed and control pests. We will discuss landscape practices that will help cre-
ate a thriving backyard bird habitat. Roxanne received a degree in Environmental Botany and a Certificate in 
Horticulture from Chatham University. She has worked as a professional in the green industry for over 25 
years. She owned and operated “Roxanne’s Organic Gardening” for 12 years coordinating and performing 
sustainable garden maintenance, native plant landscape design and organic plant care, as well as horticul-
tural lectures, soil testing and consulting. 

 

Neil Klingman, Whiskey Distiller, at Wigle Whiskey will walk through the produc-
tion process of creating small batch bitters starting with wheat whiskey. Bitters are 
the “salt of the cocktail world – they enhance the flavors of the cocktails.  Wigle 
Whiskey, located in Pittsburgh’s Strip District, produces four types of bitters – Aro-
matic, Rosemary Lavender, Pomander Orange, and Mole.  By making four types of 
bitters, Wigle then has a wide range of flavor enhancers for its cocktails.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medicinal Disclaimer  

 
It is the policy of The Herb Society of America not to advise or rec-
ommend herbs for medicinal or health use. The information in any 
presentation is intended for educational purposes only and should 
not be considered as a recommendation or an endorsement of any 
particular medical or health treatment. Please consult a health care 
provider before pursuing any herbal treatments. 



 

 

 

Silent Auction Items and District Raffle Baskets  

Please don’t forget to bring your Unit Raffle Baskets and item(s) for our annual Silent Auction! 

 

Garden Market Vendors  

This year’s participating vendors are: 

Herb Society of America  (www.herbsociety.org) 

The Western Pennsylvania Unit   (www.westernpahsa.org) 

Audubon Society of Western PA (www.aswp.org) 

Susan Betz –  (www.freshstartherbs.org) 

Tupelo Tea  (www.tupelotea.com) 

Una Biologicals (www.unabiologicals.com) 

Wigle Whiskey (www.wiglewhiskey.com) 

 

To avoid disappointment, we want to be sure that you are aware that most Garden Market vendors are 
only able to accept cash or checks. 

 

Exhibits 

Herb of the Year 

Promising Plants 

Native Herb of the Year 

Monarchs and Milkweed 

Western PA Unit Projects and Gardens  

HSA Green Bridges Project 



Accommodations for Out -of-Town Guests 
 

We highly recommend that you make your reservations as soon as possible. This part of the Pittsburgh ar-
ea is very popular. 

 

Accommodations near the Harmarville Turnpike Exit (Allegheny Valley - Exit 48) 

Hampton Inn & Suites Pittsburgh / Harmarville, 2805 Freeport Rd, Pitts-
burgh, PA 15238   
(412) 423-1100   

A reduced group rate has been negotiated of $129.00 plus tax for a standard 
Queen and an included complementary breakfast.  ( Use Group Code HSA ) 
when making your reservations) Reserve before August 24, 2018 to receive 

the special group rate. To avoid a cancellation fee of the first night’s room and tax, notice must be re-
ceived by September 20,2018  

 

Other Area Accommodations 

Towne Place Suites by Marriott Pittsburgh / Harmarville 2785 Freeport Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238  
(412)423-1900 

Days Inn, 6 Landings Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15238 (412) 828-5400 

 

Holiday Inn Express Pittsburgh – North (Harmarville) 10 Landings Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15238  
(412) 828-9300 

 

Quailty Inn & Suites, 8 Landings Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15238 (412) 828-8900 

 

Oakmont Area 

Donne’s Inn at Oakmont ( Boutique Inn) 300 Coxcomb Hill Rd, Verona, PA 15147 (412) 828-0410 

 

RIDC Park 

Comfort Inn, 180 Gamma Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15238 (412) 953-0600 



Great Lakes District Gathering 2018 

Registration 
 

 

 

 

 

HSA Affiliation: (Check one) □ Member at Large □ Unit Member □ Unit Chair □ Non-member/Guest 

First-time conference attendee? □ Yes □ No 

 

Event                                                  HSA Member                                   Non- Member 

Gathering Registration                     $75.00                                             $85.00 

      

 
 

  

 *  I cannot attend but I would like to donate to the Great Lakes District Fund. 

 

Please enclose a check payable to Herb Society of America and mail your registration to:  
Bonnie Porterfield 
7580 Andover Way 
Hudson, OH 44236 
teknomom47@yahoo.com 
330-650-1533 

Registration Deadline – August 21, 2018 

Upon receiving your registration a list of area attractions, gardens and restaurants will be sent to you.  

Details about the Friday night dinner will be sent to those who have Registered. 

Name 
  

Address 

City State Zip  

Phone E-mail  Unit 

Refund Policy Cancellations / Refunds for District Events  

 
Registration cancellation requests for The Herb Society of America District activities (such as gatherings, meetings, 
events, and tours) must be in writing and received by the district delegate or designated representative 30 days 
before the event to be eligible to receive a 100% refund of registration fees. Cancellations received 14 to 29 days 
prior to the event are eligible to receive a 50% refund of registration fees. Cancellations received less than 14 days 
prior to event date are not eligible for refund.  

Registration 
  

Donation * 
  

Grand Total 
  


