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This Western Reserve Herb Garden was created fifty years ago, for “use and delight”. 
 
The Western Reserve Herb Society has maintained a public herb garden in University Circle 
since the mid-1940’s.  But the present Garden was built in 1969 by an agreement between the 
Herb Society and the Cleveland Botanical Garden (known until 1994 as the Garden Center of 
Greater Cleveland).   
 
We extend sincere and heart felt thanks to Holden Forests and Gardens, the successor to 
Cleveland Botanical Garden, and to the City of Cleveland, our partners from the beginning. 
 
Every step of the development and maintenance of this Garden, from its imaginative design by 
Elsetta Barnes, and Herb Society member, to its day to day maintenance, caring for 
approximately 3,500 plants, has been carried out by the Herb Society’s active members. In this 
mad endeavor, we are helped by the quiet but wise assistance of our friends, Robin Johansen 
and Richard Behrens. Much thanks! 
 
We honor all these members, past and present. Their presence is felt in the Garden that they 
so loved. We have engaged in an exciting deep dive into our own history, and are getting to 
know some of our founders all over again.  These were brilliant women, and so much fun! 
Enjoy the beautiful history book in your take home goody bag, and enjoy the Garden video 
newly available on our Website.  The work continues, and we are so grateful to our historians. 
 
The purpose of the Garden has, from its very beginning, been to educate both the caretakers 
and the visitors in the Garden. The scents, textures, tastes and extraordinary beauty of the 
herbs in our Garden cannot help but inspire anyone who finds him or her self in this place. 
Today, we have the opportunity to share and educate to the world in new ways, undreamt of 
when the Garden was built. 
 
We embrace all these opportunities, both welcoming guests to the Garden itself, and through 
our growing presence online, through our popular Facebook page, newly relaunched Website 
and other adventures in social media. 
 
Our Garden is a gem.  It is one of the finest Herb Gardens in America. But it does not stand 
alone.  We recognize that we are part of a powerful and inspiring herbal family. 
 
We proudly claim our partnership with the Herb Society of America, and with all of our sister 
Unit as a group with strong roots and a shared passion for herbs. 
 
WELCOME TO OUR GARDEN, AND TO ITS NEXT HALF CENTURY! 


